A check-list of 139 species of fishes of both exotic and indigenous origin belonging to 34 families and 87 genera available in the rivers, beels, haors, ponds and swamps of the greater Mymensingh (Mymensingh, Kishoregonj, Netrakona, Jamalpur and Sherpur) districts of Bangladesh is presented. The number of species, genera and family of fishes reported in Mymensingh regions is still rich in fresh water fish fauna. The systematic, ecology, Distribution, habits of these fish fauna of greater Mymensingh region need to be studied.
Introduction
The first scientific account of freshwater fish fauna of Bangladesh began with the work of Hamilton (1822) . Recently, Rahman (2005) has made significant contribution on freshwater fishes and recorded 265 species of fish under 55 families from Bangladesh. A number of other workers described freshwater fish fauna from different parts of the country. Bhuiyan (1964) described 71 species of fish from Dhaka district. Ahmed and Hasan (1981) made a check-list of the fishes of Karnaphuli reservoir. Aminul Haque (1982a, 1982b ) studies the distribution, abundance, fishery, and taxonomic status of Mohashol (Tor spp.) and identified two species, Tor tor and Tor putitora are distributed in the hill streams of Bangladesh. Islam and Hossain (1983) made an account of 110 species of fish from the river Padma. Haque (2004) recorded 134 species of fish from the capture fisheries of Padma. Hossain et al. (2007) recorded 97 species of teleost from the river Naaf of Chittagong.
The greater Mymensingh (Mymensingh, Kishoregonj, Netrakona, Jamalpur, and Sherpur districts) is rich in freshwater fishes. Mymensingh town is situated on the bank of the river Brahmaputra. Kishoregonj and Netrakona districts are important for haors and beels and these are the prime important for open water fisheries resources. Only a few years back, huge number of fish species were found in Mymensingh which are drastically declining day by day because of various reasons. However, study of fish fauna, Mymensingh in particular is lacking except that of Doha (1973) who reported 106 species of fish from the waters of Mymensingh and Tangail districts. The present report is therefore, an attempt to make a fish faunal list of available species of greater Mymensingh.
Materials and Methods
The account has been made mainly on the basis of recent reports of different workers on fish fauna and fish biodiversity of different rivers, beels, haors, ponds and swamps of greater Mymensingh region (Rahman, 2000; Wahab, 2003; Chakraborty and Mirza, 2006; Faroque, 2006; Hossain, 2007; Alam, 2008; Dowla, 2008; Rahman, 2009; Debnath, 2009; and Akter, 2009 ). These fishes were collected with seine nets, dip nets, cast nets, gill nets, traps, hooks and wounding gears. Personal visits to different fishing and landing centres and fish markets were made and many samples collected and preserved in 10 per cent formalin. In several occasions consultation with the fishermen, fish traders and fish farmers were arranged in the fish markets and fish landing points of Mymensingh during [2007] [2008] [2009] . Identification and systematic account of these fishes have presented following Talwar and Jhingran (1991) , Rahman (2005) and Siddiqui et al. (2007) with local and English names and the level of national status of availability (IUCN, 2000) .
Results and Discussions
One hundred and thirty nine species of freshwater fishes (126 indigenous and 13 exotic species) belonging 34 families and 87 genera has been reported in this work from greater Mymensingh (Table 1) . As mentioned earlier Bhuiyan (1964) gave an account of 71 species of freshwater fishes belonging 45 genera and 25 families which he collected from Dhaka. Doha (1973) published a check-list (probably incomplete) of 106 species of fishes collected from the districts of Mymensingh and Tangail belonging to 68 genera and 34 families including a single exotic species. Aminul Haque (1982a, 1982b) confirmed the availability of two species of Mahashol Tor tor and Tor putitura in Bangladesh waters. Haque (2004) described 134 species of fishes under 76 genera and 32 families from the capture fisheries of the Padma river. Rahman (2005) compiled a list of 265 species of freshwater fishes belonging to 154 genera and 55 families. Siddiqui et al. (2007) described 251 species of freshwater fishes belonging to 61 families from Bangladesh. Considering the number of families, genera and species of fishes, it appears from the present investigation that districts of greater Mymensingh are still rich in freshwater fish fauna. Thirteen exotic species available are also included in the present compilation. According to IUCN (2000) , among the 126 indigenous fish species of Mymensingh, 26 are endangered, 11 are vulnerable and 10 are critically endangered. The other 19 species with data deficient, 5 species are not listed, and the rest 55 species are not threatened. The critically endangered species are Nandil, Bhangan, Sarpunti, Mahashol, Rita, Ghaura, Bacha, Pangas, Baghair and Tilshol.
Conclusion
The present work represents the fish fauna found to inhabit the water bodies of greater Mymensingh. In view of number of species, genera and families of fishes reported herein it seems that Mymensingh region is still rich in freshwater fish fauna though many indigenous species are dwindling day by day. Further works are, of course, needed on the systematics, ecology, distribution, habits and habitats of these fish fauna of greater Mymensingh region.
